UAE team to prioritise
defence ties with India
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. Given the gap of less than six
months after Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi toured the
UAE, the visit of a high-level UAE
delegation led by His Highness
Shaikh ‘Mchammed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of
Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme

 Commander of the Armed Forc-
#es, is a clear sign of endorsement
‘of trade and political ties.

LIt is very apparent that the
economic and strategic relation-
ship is entirely on track and going
atasteadypace,” said ParasShah-
dadpuri, chairman, Nikai Group
of Companies, who is heading 1o
India with the UAE delegation.

“We expect high interest in the
manufacturing sector and  de-
fence production, which can be
another area of strategic coopera-
tion where jointly manufactured
defence hardware can be mar-
keted globally.”

In terms of the energy sector,
projects in nuclear energy, solar
energy and conventional energy
could be on the agenda. Shah-
dadpuri said: “Wide progress in
atomic energy policies and ties,
defence protection and infrastruc-
ture build, particularly in the field
of energy, will expand relations
that UAE isations such as DP
World, etc., have with India.”

.~ TheUAEisoneofIndia’simpor-
tant partners in the: GCC. “This
-visit is expected to go: beyond
ceconomic relationship and bring
inmore beneficial outcomes. The
UAE's broad commitment to give
India a $75 billion infrastructure
fund is ontrack. The funds will be
 fruitfully uulwed during the next
ﬁve;rea.rs, said Shahdadpuri.
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fairly smooth sailing in implemen-
tation of the UAE's investment
objectives in India. Some minor
transactional road blocks may
arise but given the deep coopera-
tion between India and the UAE,
there will not be any major obsta-
cles. We will be able to see'regular,
high-level visits both at a political
and bureaucratic level to take the
strategic partnership forward.”

It may be recalled that diring
Modi’s visit in the UAE, both the
countries had issued a joint state-
ment to step up cooperationon se-
curity-related issues and to éstab-
lish a strategic security dialogue to
deliberate on major issues.

The UAE also conveyed to In-
dia that it will cooperate in manu-
facturing defence equipment in
India. Both the countries will es-
tablish a dialogue: between their
national security advisers and na-
tional security councils. The na-
tional security advisors, together
with other high-level security rep-
resentatives from both nations,
will meet every six months. -

The two sides agreed to
strengthen defence relations, in
cluding through regular exercises
and training of naval, air, Tand
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The two sides will also establish
points of contact berween: their
security agencies. The UAE and,
India will cooperate to strengthen’

- maritime security in the Gulf and

the Indian Ocean region.
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